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regulations of the navy demand shall j

be made in the case of loss of a ship
It is expectedthat this work will take
some tImeS and while there are officers
who say in their opinion it wlll not be
possible owing to the probable dis ¬

rupted condition of the hull Sf the ship-
to malic out the cause of thetexploslon
the opinion of the majority islhat the
questionwill easily be settled by a sim-
ple

¬

observation of the condition of the j

ships hull plates in the neighborhood
of the hole which sank her whether or
not they are bulged out as would be
thecae if the explosion came from the I

inside or whether they were driven in
as would result from the attack of a

f torpedo or thl explosion of a mine be
neath thashliV

tt The large majority of naval ofcera are inclined to the belief that I

l ploslon resulted from spontaneous com

I buslon of a coal bunker the overheat-
ing

¬

qf the iron partitions between the
boilers and the magazine or from te-L explosion of boller though the

N theory finds little support

N ACCIDENT OR INTENT
r Three Theories Expressed atCause-

of Explosion
Washington Feb 1gAt this moment

r the naval officers cannot agree upon any
theory to account for the destruction
of the Maine Perhaps a majority are

t inclined to the belief that the explosion-
was purely accidental another consid-
erable

¬

number feel that a torpedo was
exploded under the vessel and a third
theory is that some infernal machine-
was smuggled aboard the ship and set
of In the present lack of knowledg-
eit is not thought possible to say to

theo1 the balance of probabil-
ity

¬

An examination by a di
ver of the hull of the Maine would
demonstrate instantly whether or not-
a torpedo had been used for in case it
had the plates would surely be driven
in On the other hand protruding
plates would be an evidence that the
explosion was purely internal-
NO SMOKELESS POWDER ABOARD

There was no smokeless powder on
board the ship and the teninch am ¬

munition was made up of brown pris

Admiral Sicord Commanding te-
Nor Atlantic Squadron

een Ordered t Proceed to
Havana and Investigate the Dis-
aster

¬

matic powders Not only is this pow
der most carefully packed in hermet1-
ically sealed copper cases but its heat
resistance qualities are so great that-
it cannot be ignited by the flame of a
match690 degrees Fahrenheit being the

of heat that must be applied
for some time to set off the powder
On UTe other hand it Is readily Ibnieas in the case of the charge
gun by the explosion of a good quan-
tity of fulminate Every precaution is
made aboard ship to safeguard the
magazine

INTERNAL ORIGIN
Captain Sigsbees brief report as well

as General Lees dispatch indicate that
they now incline strongly to the belief
that thL explosion was of internal ori ¬

gin Both agree that the force of it
was in the forward part of the ship
and this is borne out by the escape of
the majjnty of the officers whose quar-
ters are af and the heavy casualties
among crew sleeping forward
Probably in the latter case the death
list would have been even larger but
for the fact that the Maine had a su-
perstructure foraron the main deck
A portion of crew were quartered
there and so escaped the greater vio
lenc of the explosion as felt on the
berth d °ck below them

The Maine had three magazines The
one forward was used for the storage of
ammunition weighing 15000 pounds
This quantity of explosives is so large
that the naval officers here can scarcely j

believe it was possible for any human
being on board to have escaped had
this magazi exploded entirely

r KEYS IN CAPTAINS HANDS-

in
j

its vicinity a sentry stands onduty
continually The doors are closed her-
metically except when the ship is
cleared for action At S oclock every
night the temperature is taken and the
keys of the locked door are placed in
the captains hands for the night The

r records of the navy department show
that 87 degrees was the maximum tem-
perature

¬

I in the Maines magazine dur-
ing

¬

the past month a very low and safe
r temperature These facts make it ex-

tremely
¬

difficult to account for the ex
u nlnlnn
t SPONTANEOUS COMBUSTION-

Thef department within recent years
t has been rrreatly troubled with reports-

of1 spontaneous combustion of coal in
the ships bunkers which have endan ¬

f gered the lives of the crews and the
r safety of the ships
fIf The Cincinnati twice at least hai been obliged to flood her magazines to

prevent their blowing up during firest of this kind and the cruiser Boston has I

t been In the same condition In some of
f these eases shelving in the magazines

separate the powder charges has i

been charred by the heat caused by the
burning coal in the adjacent bunkers
Although the bunkers are inspected
under the regulations at frequent inter-
vals

¬

t so numerous have been these
cases of spontaneous combustion that

t the navy department only recently had
the special board investigate the sub ¬

ject with the view to applying preven-
tive

¬

measures
UNFORTUNATE CIRCUMSTANCE
Unfortunately this board was pre-

vented
¬

from making the thorough In ¬

vestigation necessary because no funds
were applicable to the purpose Even-

t empty bunkers have exploded In the
cose of the Atlanta some years ago
the bunkers exploded with great vio-

Ituce and the only explanation that
could be given was that it probably-
was caused by the igniting of the vap-
ors

¬

arising from the new pant applied I

t to thl lining of the
theory advanced by the Spanish

authorities that the disaster might have
been caused by the explosion of the
bcller is accepted at the navy depart-
ment

¬

as within the bounds of credibil-
ity

¬

The Maines boiler was separated
I from the powder magazines at the

nearest point by a space of about tour
feet usually filled with coal At least
one boiler undoubtedly was kept under
almost full steam in order to run the I

dynamos and move the ship in case of
The explosion of such a boilerneed easily drive through the bulk ¬ I

head and tire the magazine
TORPEDO THEORY DOUBTED

Inasmuch as suspicion exists in some I

quarters that a torpedo was used
against the Maine It may be said that
the majority of the naval officers be-

lieve
¬ I

that the character of the expo
sifcn was hardly such acould be at-
tributed

¬

to a torpedo The latter
charged with about 100 pounds of pow ¬

der or gun cotton It is believed would
have torn a large hole in the bottom or
side of the Maine but was scarcely
likely to fire the magazine which is not
near tho bottom-

It Is said at the navy department that
there is no lack 01 precedent for such

j

l I

disasters as that sustained by the
Maine all of which can be traced to ac-
cidental causes In 1885 the United
States maofwa Missouri then ly-
ing

¬
at was totally wrecked-

by the explosion of her magazine An ¬

other case famous in laval histor is
that Of her majestys In
1SS7 she was lying at anchor off PuntArena in the Straits of n
explosion occurred and left almost none
of her ciew alive This was another-
case of a magazine explosion though-
it may havr origInate infhe coal bun-
kers

¬

or boiers
OPINION AT THE CAPITAL

Senators and Representatives Offer
Various Explanations

Vahington Feb 16The greatest
prevailed among senatorand

representatives as to the extent of the
Maine disaster The immense gravity
of the situation In case later advices
should show that the disaster was not
purely accidental was admitted by all
public men Conservative public men

11n the face of the appalling catastrophe-
the meager information at hand and
the possible consequences therefore de-
clined

¬
I

time
to express any opinion at this

Senator and members of the house-
as a rule express the opinion for pub ¬

lication that the catastrophe was the
result of accident and not of design
but there were some opinions gene-
rally

¬

expressed under the breath with
i the admonition not to publishI to the
i effect that the affair looked very mys
terlous As a rule senators expressed
the opinion that the department would

j and should make thorough investiga-
tion

¬

and added that for the present it
would be unnecessary for congress to

j take the matter up
Chairman Hitt of the foreign affairs

i committee Chairman DIngley of the
ways and means committee and mem
hers of the naval committee of the
house all said that they preferred to
await further information before ex¬

pressing themselves Mr Hltt said it
j would be well for the public to follow
j the cue given by Captain Slgsbee and
suspend judgment until the cause of
the disaster was ascertained

Senator Hale chairman of the com ¬
I

mittee on naval afair said that he
had just come an interview with
the secretary of the navy and that he
felt confident that the navy department
would institute a thorough Investiga-
tion Into the disaster

There is n occasion said the sena-
tor

¬<for congress to take the materup It is of course Impossible
the information received to say how the
accident occurred but I feel confident

I that the facts when developed wilj
show that it was an accident The
Maine was of course prepared for ac-

ton
¬

in case occasion should be neces ¬

sary and had therefore many vulner-
able

¬

points exposed A1 battleship is
little less than a volcano under the
most favorable circumstances and
when legislating for the increase of
the navy I always feel that a war ves-
sel

¬

may prove to be as dangerous to
those on board as to those whom it
might engage in hostile conflict

Senator Warren of Wyoming If it
should develop that the Spanish had
anything to do with it both the United
States navy and army ought to be
summoned to take the matter up in
earnest If it should prove to be an

i should be carefully Investgated it is high time
accidents were brought to a close Ihas apparently come to be true that
naval vessels cannot make any move
cannot go up a stream or down a
stream or out to sea without ground
ing or having some other accident be-
fall them I hope therefore that no
time will be lost in determining the
cause and placing the responsibility
for the occurrence wherever due
either to the hand of a foreigner or a
member of our own forces

Senator Carter expressed the opinion
that no amount of investigation would
clear up the mystery The explosion
would leave no trace of what took
place before and the burning ship
would obliterate all possibility of learn-
Ing much of what took place

BLOWN UP BY TORPEDO
Boston Feb 16Rear Admiral

George Belknap U S N retired said
today that he was inclined to think
the Maine was blown up by a torpedo

I do not see he said how any ex ¬

plosion of the forward magazine could
have occurred The keysof the maga ¬

zines are always kept In the custody
of the captain All the ammunition is
carefully cased mostly in form of pro-
Jectiles and their explosion by them-
selves is next to Impossible If as the j

dispatches state the whole bow of the
ship was blown off it is apparent that
the erplosion could not have been
caused by the boilers or the coal get-
ting heated I do not see how it could
have occurred from the paint room as
every precaution is taken to prevent
the collection of explosive gases In the
paint room and if such an explosion
occurred it would have been more Hkelto have caused a fire than d strcy
shipRear

Admiral Belknap said I was a-

very significant thing that Maine
should have been blown up in that
particular harbor at this particular
time In the absence of tnfnrmnfirm oq
to the cause he thought that was the
most significant indication in the whole
matter

Representative Newlands of Nevada
member of the committee on foreign af¬

fairs saId it would be very hard to
convince the American people that the
explosion was an accident He would
not wish to express an opinion until
further information was received

OPINION OF NAVAOFFICERS

Various Surmises Regarding Cause
of Explosion

Vallejo Cal Feb 16 Intense excite-
ment

¬

prevailed at Mare Island navy
yard tMs morrirg when the news of
the disaster to the Maine was received
Rear Admiral KIrkland said I the
plates In the Maine hull are out
the explosion occurred on board IthEY are bent in then it came from
outside You know that much your
selfCaptain Henry Glass 11 S N com-
mandant

¬

of the navy yard said It
may have been caused by spontaneous
combustion in the coal bunkers which
were located next to the magazine A
leaking fire room might have caused itj
Thtse warships use bituminous coal
and It is very dangerous

Naval Constructor William Baxter
when asked if the United States was
in a condition to carry on war said

The lots of the Maine leaves the At ¬

lantic coast with only three battleships-
Then again you know about the short¬

age of powder and the manufacture of
powder for these big suns Is a difficult
thing Many times after a quantity of
powder is manufactured it has to be
thrown away as it cannot stand the
test By doubling up the capacity of
the mills they might In a few months
supply enough for our ships but then
our fleet Is very small It is a very
serious thing to this country

Admiral Kirkland coincides with Cap-
tain

¬

Sumner who says that the acci-
dent theory Is untenable if the explo ¬

sion occurred in the forward end near
the mens quarters and not near the
main magazlne

NO BOILER EXPLOSION-
San

1
Francisco Feb 16 Irving M

Scott vice president and general man-
ager

¬

of the Union Iron Works of this
city which built the battleship Oregon
upon learning of the loss of the Maine

saidWhile it Is impossible with the factto give any definite reason
the accident there are several condi-
tions

¬

which may have occprred any of
which might accc jnt for the destruc¬

ton of the vessel For Instance a fire
coal bunkers where they abutted

against the magazine might have heat ¬

ed the partitions sufficiently to explode
the powder in the magazine That the
explosion was not In the boiler rooms
is evident for the ship was at rest and
all her steaming capacity was there ¬

fore under full control
RESULT OF TREACHERY >

Chicago Feb Commander J E

Montgomery once of the United States
navy a commanding officer of a con i

federate flefet during the civil war and I

the man who raised the frigate <after ¬

wards tam Merrimac was very em ¬

phatic today in declaring the sinking
of thebattleshlp Maine In Havanahar-
bor to be the result of treachery and
an act without parallel In the worlds
history In his opinion war must in ¬

evitably follow
When the divers go down and ex-

amine
¬

the hull of the vessel said
oi maiuer ont it will beomer I

found that a stoveln by a torpedo ex-
ploded under tile bow with diabolical
Intent To be sure an accident may j

shipboarda magazine or a j

battery may explode but consider all
the circumstances and you will not en-

tertain
j

the theory of an accident In
the history of our navy terc never j

has been such an nccldent should
the first one occur so perfectly an
equipped vessel as the Maine and un ¬

der so capable a commanding officer as
Sigsbee

Commander Montgomery is familiar
with Havana harbor Iwould be com-
paratively

¬

easy he says with smalbpats or otherwise to set a
destroy the American vessel This is
his theor of hov the Maine was

I THE NAVIGATOR SENATOR

Perkins Positive the Horror INot
Due to Accident

Washington Feb 16Senator Per-
kins

¬

of California who has been a
navigator all his life and knows thor¬

oughly every detail in the construction
and handling of great ships said-

I cannot conceive that such an ex-

plosion
¬

as that which is reported to
have wrecked the Maine could have
resulted from an accdent The
chances it seems to In 1000
that the calamity did not result from
accident It has been suggested that
the explosion might have occurred
while ammunition was being handled-
but that is scarcely credible as ammu ¬

I nition on a warship at anchor is not
handled at 10 oclock at night Then
too the ammunitionI on a warship is

I fixed ammunition which Is not in con ¬

I tact with anything at all likely to pro-

duce
¬

an explosion Every electric wire
I and every spark of fire on board the
ship is far distant from the magazines-
and there is no possibility of danger-
by those means being communicated to

I the ammunition The discipline of both

ofcerand men on the Maine as well
every other vessel is such that

the explosion could not have been
I caused by any action of any one of
them The magazines of the Maine
and other ships of her class and the
mechanism which operates them are-

ii constructed with all the nicety of a
watch By the simple pressure of an
electric button any magazine on board
the vessel could be instantly sub ¬

I merged and no fire could gain such
headway as to endanger any of the

I magazines without discovery I am
firmly of the belief that the horror in
Havana harbor last night was not due

I to accident I can scarcely conceive
was due to the treachery

of Spanish officials or was brought
i about through their cognizance How-
ever

¬

the situation in Havana is so
critical and the Spanish feel so keenly
what appears to many of them an af-
front

¬

that the Maine should have been
j In the harbor that it seems not unlkely the catastrophe was due to ac-

ton of Spanish sympathizers That it
not an accident I feel assured and

that It was due to treachery I am con-
vinced

¬

LONDON OPINION

Two Newspapers Who Venture Sus-

picion
¬

of Foul Means
London Feb 16The Globe this af-

ternoon
¬

commenting on the lisasterto
the United States steamship Maine
says

It is impossible to refrain from the
suspicion that the explosion may have
been caused by foul means Although
anchored the Maine would have steam-
up in one of her boilers for the dyna ¬

mos and auxiliary machinery If an
infernal machine had been hidden in
the coal and thrown Into the furnaces
obviously there would have been an
explosion of the boiler and as a result
of the magazine That this terrible
event should have happened in the
harbor of Havana renders a solution-
of

i

the mystery of international Import-
ance

¬

The St James Gazette leans to the
supposition that the disaster was
wrought by an explosion In the maga

is beneath the forecastle
and as far as possible from the engine
fires adding It remains however to
be explained how a magazine carefully
guarded could be fired As bearing
upon this it must be borne in mind
that the discipline on American war ¬

ships is usually to English Ideas
rather lax-

nother possibility is that the dis ¬

aster was produced by the explosion-
of a submarine mine or torpedo caused
accidentally or otherwise This sug ¬
gests the thought that theoutrage was
perpetrated by a Spanish conspirator-
or Cuban insurgents incensed against-
the United States

SENATE1 FOREIGN COMMITTEEI

I Span Must Clear Up Mystery of Ex-
plosion

¬

Says One
I Washington Feb 1GThe Maine Inc
I dent formed the principal topic of con-
sideration

¬

by the senate committee on
foreign relations at Its meeting today
The opinions generally expressed by
members of the committee in this In-

formalI conference were to the effectI
I that the occurrence may result in grave
I complications unless Spain can make it
I very plain that no Spaniard was In-

any way responsible for it A promi-
nent

¬

member of the committee said af-
ter

¬

the meeting that Spain would be
expected to make an explanation that
would entirely clear up the mystery

I and if she did not this country would
have a right to demand such explana-
tion

¬

Most of the members of the
committee refused after the conference

I

occurrence-
It

to express any opinion concerning tho

is too serious to talk about at
present said Senator Lodge

I Senator Cullom said I cannot see
how the explosion could have been the
result of an accident and I think that
time is rapidly approaching when this

I country must do something
Senator Clark would only say It is

singular that such accidents happen-
atI such inopportune times

PLOT OF THE SPANIARDS
I

So Say the Surviving
Maine

Sailors of the

I Jacksonville Fla Feb 16A special-
to the Times from Key West Flasays

The steamship Olivette arrived hre
tonight with a large number of the
wounded and many of the survivors of
the Maine disaster The officers were
as a rule reticent and followed in line
with their cNe Sigsbee In saying that
the cauac explosion could only be
ascertained by divers but many of the
sailors were outspoken in their declara ¬

tion of the belief that the xplo lon wa
a deep laid plot of the Spaniards

They are greatly incensed against the
Havana people who have shown them
small courtesy and who look upon
their presence is a nitlonal affront and
who have published anonymous circu-
lars

¬

captloned Down with the Ameri-
cans

¬

Thy believe that the authors
of such expressed cowardly hatred

at no terrible vengeancewould
I the blowing up of the Maine

These sailors acquainted with the
drills discipline and ensemble of a
manofwar poohpooh the idea of an
internal explosion

Sigsbee Has No Explanation
I Havana Feb 16 Captain Sigsbee

interviewed this evening by the corre-
spondent

¬

of the Associated Press with
j reference to the cautfe of the explosion

saiii
I cannot determine cause but

competent Investigators will decide
whether the explosion was produced
from an interior or exterior cause I
cannot say anything until after such an
investigation has been male I will
not and cannot conscientiously anticl-
patethedecisidn nor do I wish tomake
any unjust estimate of the reason for
the disast
Gen W1iee1eIls Tender of Service
Washington Feb 16 General Joseph

Wheeler the jfccconfederate cavalry
commander nowra member of the
house from Alabama sent the following
message to the president today-

To the Hon President
In case of any trouble with Spain

remember that my tender of services-
is on file at the war department

WHEELER
Waiowrights Theory

Havanai Feb Lieutenant Com ¬

mander Wainwright believes the explo-
sion

¬

was due to the short circuiting of
the dynamo

Ninetysix Saved
Havana Feb 16Out of 354 the to ¬

tal number of the crew of the Maine
96 were saved

TAKE YOUR CHOICE

Two Opinions Concerning Public
Sentiment iMadrid

Madrid 16 New York Feb IS
The wfe semiiA dispatch to the
official been Herald from Madrid
Issued sas

me news of the The public feeling
disaster of t h chore against the
Maine has caused aUnlted btaias is
painful Impression In very highly strung
Madrid It was atIn the public mind
first feared that the general convicI
there had been some tion is that the
act of Imprudence to United States in
which the catastro tends to force war

I phe was atrlbutable upon Spain and that
Afterwards as the the later must ab
details arrived the her

I

fear dispelled took cround and in
those of feelings of Cuba the autono
sympathy and sorimlsts would side
row for the mlsfor with Span lghtngtune which has oc
curred States troops and-

erIHih
captain gen that the Spanish

command would encourage the
the arsenal landing of troops In

of the the greatest number
cruiser Alfonso p sslblenow that
XUJithe crews of unhealthy sea
merchant vessels son Is coming on it
the merchant yes would ki them oil
sels and all the liks
available forces Av the same time
hastened to succonthe ships of war

I the injured could bombard the
The government coast towns which

has expressed to with the exception
Minister Woodford of New York are
the regret it feels considered unpro-
at the catastrophe tected the United
more especially as it States not having
occurred In waters sufficient warships
within Spanish ju to protect them At
rlsdlctlon An ad the same time also
mind In full unl great calculations
form In the name of are made on the
thfe minister of ma widespread ruin
nine and the entire which would fall
Spanish cabinetI upon business men

on General In the United States
Woodford today and whereas the bourse
informed him that here would scarcely-
the government had chance as Is the
telegraphed to tha case with the United
authorities In Cuba States It would
to do their utmost merely be the first
to rellevp the dls step toward the
tress of the solution of the ques
and to Inuretion which is slowly
officers and crew of bleeding the re
the Maine with ev sources of the coun
erything which they try to death

l Such ia the repremay e sensitive Idea of
public Spanish feel
Inrr today

DRIED FRUITS ALL RIGHT

Largest Sale California Products
Ever Made t Germany

Sacramento Cl Feb 10 Heinrich
Haas representing one of the largest
mercantile hbuses in Hamburg Ger-
many

¬

has closed a contract for Califor ¬

nia dried fruits to be delivered during-
the season The price to be
paid coming 400000 making It the
largest single tale of California prod ¬

ucts ever made by a European firm
Hamburg being a free port of entry Is

a distributing center and the fruit
which goes there will be sent through-
out

¬

Germany Denmark and Norway
and Sweden

HAWAIIAN TREATY

Senator Morrill in a Speech Opposed
Ratification

Washington Feb 16 Senator Nor ¬

rill of VeYmorttT occupied the entire
time of the executive session of the
senate today with n speech opposing-
the ratification of the Hawaiian an ¬

nexation treaty The speech was in-

tended
¬

to show that the acquisition of
the HawaiianI islands would be against
both good policy and the traditions of
this country From a military point of
view he argued that the control of
Hawaii would be a source of weakness
rather than of strength because a
nay would be required for its defense-
in time of war while In time of peace-
we should not need the islands on this
account

ELECTORAL AMENDMENT
I

Text of Resolution Providing for i

Election of President i

I

Washington Feb lcrhe house
committee on the election of president
vice president and representatives in
congress has authorized a favorable
report on a resolution to propose to
the various state legislatures an
amendment to the constitution as fol

lowsThe house of representatives shall
be composed of members chosen every
fourth year by the people of the sev-

eral
¬

states and electors In each state
shall have the qualifications requisite
for electors of the most numerous
branch of the stateleglsiaturc j

Insanity Acquitted Her
Butte 1ont Feb 16Mrs Emma

Baptiste acquitted last night of
the murder of her husband James
Baptiste The ground of acquittal was
insanity Baptiste a telegraph oper-
ator left her and married Frankie Bell
a concert hall singer claiming he was
not lawfully wedded to Emma She
went to the pool room where he worked
and shot him

F

TELEGRAPHIC BRIEFS-

It is stated that the Maine had hard
coal on hoard and that therefore the
theory that the disaster was caused
by spontaneous combustion is not tan-
gible

¬

For men employed In the Tacoma
companys yard struck for an ad-

vance
¬

of 16 23 per cent In wages The
company claims they can get all the
men they need and that the strikerwill not be reemnoyed I

The Madrid Official Gazette records-
the resignation of De Lome but signi-
fies

¬

Its displeasure that the censure of
the government does not include the
customary statement that the govern-
ment

¬

is satisfied with the zeal and ser-
vIces

I

of the resigning minister

Filibuster Intercepted
Kingston Jamaica via Bermuda-

Feb J6A filibustering expedition des-
tined

¬

for Cuba has been intercepted by
the authorities and a quantity of arms j

and ammunition seized I

Gf Champagne Statistics
Qwing to its superior quality and

natural dryness without being heavy
G H Mumms Extra Dry heads the
Importations in 1S97 with 72u5 cases
or 42293 more than any other brand

To Cure a Cold in One Day
Tike Laxative Bromo Quinine TabletAll druggists refund the money I Ifails to cure 25c The genuine Lp Q on each tablet

Most Probable
Puck Penelope And what do you

think Maria writes me that the count
has at last expressed his love to lur-

EtheUHm C O D I suppose

THE MALE CATASTROPHE

ContlnuecUfrom page 1

boats and took part In the work of res-
cue

¬

Stretcher for the use of the wounded-
were sent to the scene by the fire bri-
gade

¬

and the headquarer of the Red
Cross society upon to send
four stretchers and men were sent to
patrol the scene of the disaster and pick-
up the dead and wounded

One of the Maines officers who is be ¬

ing cared for at the Sanitary head-
quarters

¬

is seriously wounded He is
very young and Is believed to have
been the officer on guard at the time of
the disaster He Issaid to have asked
for a priest v

NOT A WHIMPER
A special to the Evening World from

Havana says
I have just semi 29 saior of the

Maine silently torture
caused by thE powderskinned faces
and broken and mangled flesh
They are being cared for in the military
hospital of San Ambrosio here

The less severely injured men are
I on the City of Washington The se-
verely

¬

wounded men will have the best
attention also from the men and wo ¬

men of the American colony-
All the Injured show great gritYou

cannot hear awhimper from any one
of the 29 forms In San Ambro ¬swathesio from those anywhere-
else

GUN COTTON AND SHELLS
The first explosionl is said to have

been caused by over 600 pounds of gun
cotton and the subsequent explosion is
alleged to have been caused by shells
and cartridges

An iron truss from the Maine fell on
the pantry of the City of Washington
breaking the tableware of the steamer

Lieutenant Commander Wainwright
of the Maine was half undressed at
y45 and was smoking in his cabin

I next to that of Captain Sigsbee it is
said when the explosiofl occurred and
put out the electric lights Wainwright

I

then lit a match and went to Captain
Sigsbees cabin The captain it ap ¬

I pears had been thrown from his bed
but was uninjured They both went on
deck and gave orders to flood 2500
pounds of gun cotton which was on
board The command was carried out
but the men who fulfilled it never re-

turned
¬

Havana however was saved
from a still more terrible explosion

WHERE ANCHORED
The Maine at the time of the explo ¬

sion was at anchor about 500 yards
from the arsenal and some 200 yards
from the floating dock The explosion
rut out the street lights near the wharf
and blew down telegraph and telephone
wires in the city Admiral Mantcrola
and General Solana put oft to the Maine
soon after the explosion and offered
their services to Captain Sigsbee

The heavy rainfall which imme-
diately

¬

followed last nights horror sUlcontinues in a dreary dismal
Out in the bay lies the wreck of the
once proud Maine Her steel upper
deck forward has been completely lift ¬

ed and turned over on her starboard-
side None of the big guns in the tur-
rets

¬

are visible The Maine is slightly
listed to port and all forward of the
massive cranes for unloading the ships
boats has completely disappeared The
big funnels He flat upon the twisted and
gnarled Iron braces and pieces of steel
deck From the funnels aft the ship
seems to be intact She has settled

unt the water has covered the top of
superstructure and the stern

searchlight and the rapidfire gun look
over the water Just below them

BODIES WILL BE RECOVERED
Most if not all bodies will be recov-

ered
¬

Two bodies were recovered this after ¬

noon The authorities say they are
those of Lieutenant Jenkins and As-

sistant
¬

Engineer Merritt A vigilant
i

lookout is being kept for bodies
Out of 59 injured not over four are

likely to die AllI but five officers will
go today to Key Wrest All the slightly
wounded and al the abebodled men
will go also theexception of a few I

who will be kept here to identify bodies
when they are secured by the divers
The officers remaining will stop at the
Hotel Inglaterra I

HISTORIC DISASTER

Nothing Like Maine Catastrophe
Since Sinking of Victoria

Washington Feb 16I is said at the
navy department that this disaster is
the greatest of the kind In naval history
since the sinking of the big British war-
ship Victoria by collision with the
Camperdown in the Mediterranean off
Malta in June 1893 By that accident
thE British admiral commanding 22 off-

icers and 336 men lost their lives
The Spanish legation was early ad

vised of the horror by Captain GeneraBlanco who expressed his
gret and added that the occurrence was
a chance accident the undoubted cause
being an explosion of the boiler of the
dynamo This was the only specific
cause asIgncd from an official source
during the day M Dubcsc the Span ¬

ish charge daffaires calkd at the state
department to express his profound re-
gret and the entire Spanish staff left
their cauls at the navy department a1 mark of personal condolence-

At all of the foreign establishments
there was the deepest interest and so-

licitude
¬

over the affair and during the
day Ambassador Cambon of France
Sir Tullcn Pauncefote of the British tm
bassy and other foreign representa-
tives

¬

called on the president or at the
state department tp express their re¬

grets
The disaster is remarkable In that on ¬

ly two officers lostdlrilives and these i

were of junior were Lieu-
tenant

¬

Friend W Jenkins and Assist ¬

ant Engineer Darwin R Merritt The
former was unnlarried hut leaves a I

mother and sister The latter It is
thohght was also unmarried but the

his
department

family
was unadvised concerning I

1 TWO SHIPS LIKE MAINE

What Senator Morgan Thinks IIm-

mediately
¬

N ded
Washington Feb 16Senator Mor-

gan
¬

of Alabama a member of the com ¬

mittee on foreign affairs said
In the absence of definite Informa ¬

tion as to the cause and results of the
Maine catastrophe I would not venture-
an opinion upon It If it was an accdent as Ul dispatches
Indicat was most deplorable If it
wa to trelche1 as some are in-

clined
¬

most heinousto believe was
and no penalty would be too severe
for those responsible for It But
whether the calamity was due to accdent or treachery I should like
Introduced In cone e Joint resolu ¬

tion providing for tin li mediate con ¬

struction of two bat hip equal in
size and equipment to the Mal e and
costing not a dollar less than Le ill
fated Mainecost Action of that kind
by us would Indicate to the world that
whenever or wherever one of our ten ¬

tacles was cut off two at once would
grow in its place-

It seems almost out of the question
that it was the result of an accident It
is usual for a ship of the Maines class-
to carr her magazines In her bow

explosion seems to have oc ¬

cured But I cannot say anything of
that now I cannot guess and cannot
speculate It Is an awful calamity Let
us await particulars

AT THE WHITE HOUSE

President Displays the Keenest Anxi-
ety

¬

Regarding the Event
Washington Feb 16The efforts of

all government officers to remain calm-
In the face of the shocking disaster to
the Maine and its at ndlng mystery
was apparent and a number jnaval
ofcers their theories In
supportof the accident ihypothe al-

t

11-

I

of which In the absence of any facts-
on which to base a reasonable opinion
were decidedly unsaUsfactorAt the president
Spent the evening until midnight In his
office There was no official conferncon the disaster however ad one
caller Senator Fairbanks of Indiana
who merely discussed the Maine catas-
trophe

¬

incidentally with the other busi ¬

ness which brought him to the White
House The president displayed the
keenest interest in the appalling story
and thp deepest sympathy for the su-
fferer

¬

and it was at his suggestion that
the order of halfmasting all govern ¬

ment flags was Issued

MORE
UNIVERSAL
STOVESRANGES
USED IN THIS CITY
THAN ANY OTHER KIND
They Must Be the Best
H DINWOODEY-

I FURNITURE COI

PURSER DENSONS STORY

The Explosion Split the Big Ship ITwo He Says
Key West Feb 16The Associated

Press correspondent saw Purser Den
son of the Olivette who gave the fol-

lowing
¬

brief account of the disaster
The explosion is an absolutely mys ¬

tery to everyone Ioccurred in the
forward magazine which Is just for ¬

ward of amidships and below the water-
line The men went to their hammockin the focward part of the
oclock The explosion occurred at 940
and hence the awful and overwhelming-
loss of life No one can yet give a
connected account About ten men who
were In the forward part of the ship
were saved and of these several had
their hammocks slung on the lower
deck The explosion split the big ship-
In two and threw these and one ma-
rine

¬

who was sleeping on the super ¬

structure 40 feet in the air and into the
water

In the magazine were 25 tons of
coarse powder used for charging the
big guns there being no dynamite de-

tonation powder nor torpedo heads and
nothing in fact that could be exploded-
by concussion In the main magazine-
aft the high explosives were stored and
this magazine did not explode There-
are no electric wires connecting with or
near the magazine It is not believed
that the Maine was destroyed by a
torpedo underneath as if this were the
case the hold would have been torn
in the bottom and the ship would not
have been riven to atoms as was the
case The aft part of the ship sank In
three minutes and the officers and su-
rvivor

¬

of the crew escaped half
clothed

SASCENE AT THE DOCK

Arrival of the Wounded Sailors at
Key West

Key West Fla Feb 1GThe steam-

er Olivette with 62 survivors of the
Maine on board arrived here at 1030
tonight seven and a half hours from

Havana Of the number 20 are
wounded ten seriously and one fatal ¬

ly The authentic figures as given of
the casualties are 10 saved and 251

dead
It was a sad scene at the dock to ¬

night as the wounded sailors were car-
ried

¬

to the waiting ambulances by ar-
tillerymen and officers tenderly placed-
on seats for conveyance to the Marine
hospital The brave fellows bore their
sufferings admirably and some limped
through the lane of eager faces wltltheir arms in slings heads bound
bloodstained bandages on legs or
trunks The crowd had been yelling
as only excited Cubans and negroes-
can yell but a great hush had fallen
upon the assamblage as the head of
the procession filed from the deck-
house at the sight of the actually
wounded headed the sound

Excited women grew hysterical and
many a Latin prayer was hear from
lips that had been shouting
before

Every possible arrangement for the
comfort of all who were disembarked-
had been made and all who could talk
praised highly the kindness of the
Spanish officials who opened their
heart and wardrobes to the survivors

from the Spanish cruiser Anonso
XIII were among the first to reach the
Maine and Captain General Blanco
placed all his resources at the disposal
of General Lee

SOROW IHAVANA

Flags at Half Mast and Business Sus-

pended
¬

Washington Feb 1GThe following
cablegram was receive by the state
department from eral Lee at
916 tonight

Havana Feb 16Profound sorrow
expressed by government and muni-
cipal

¬

authorities consuls of foreign na ¬

tions organized bodies of all sorts and
citizens Generally

Flags at halfmast en government
palace on shipping in harbor and in
cityBusiness suspended theatres closed

Dead number about 260
Officers quarters being in rear and

seamens forward where explosion took
place accounts for greater proportional
loss of sailors Funeral tomorrow at
3 p m-

Ofcers Merritt and Jenkins still

Suppose you ask that naval court of
inquiry be held to ascertain cause of
explosion

Hope our people will repress excite-
ment

¬

and calmly await decisionLEE

FLAGS AT HALF MAST
I

All Government Property Will Bear
Symbol of Mourning i

Washington Feb 16The president
has ordered that tomorrow and until
further notice the flag at all navy
yards and on naval vessels at ports
army headquarters and on all public
buildings shall be halfmasted

Late tonight the following dispatch
from Captain Sigsbee at Havana ad ¬

dressed to Secretary Long was re-

ceived
¬

AH men whose names have not bensent as saved probably are lost j

given up Jenkins and as lost
Bodies are still floating ashore this a i

ternoon I keep nine officers one pri-

vate
¬

and Gunners Mate Bullock here-
with me I

Maine May Be Raised I
I Washington Feb 16The naval co-
nstructor

¬

In the light of the dispatches
thus far received say it is by no means
certain that the Maine cannot be
raised and again carr the flag They
say that while big ship others-
as large have been raised and at Ha¬

vana the new floating dry dock would
receive her If she could only be gotten
above water

Captain Sigsbee evidently Is taking
an Interest In the future of the ship
for he sent a telegram to Commander
Forsythe at Key West that was
promptly transmitted to Secretary
Long suggesting that a lighthouse
vessel or some such small craft be sta ¬

tioned in Havana harbor to watch over
the wreck The latter even if beyond
resurrection contains valuable ord-
nance

¬

and other property that doubt ¬
less can be secured by divers

SIX SERVICEABLE VESSELS

This Our Number Now While Spain
Has Seven

Washington Feb 16Both Secretary
Long and Assistant Secretary Roose-
velt

¬
called a consultation in the fore ¬

noon of all of the chiefs of the navy
department and several of the officers
of high rank Indirectly attached like

nmmodnrc rh1 lat c s
lighthouse board who has a brilliant
reputation as a gallant officer and 13
possessed of great discretion The pui
pose of these consultations was to s
cure the best expert testimony as to
the probable cause of the disastt r
while at the same time ascertaining fwhat extent the navy situation has
been effected by the loss of the Main
A good deal of disquiet was exhibited
when it was shown that the loss of th
fine battleship had done a great d jl
to destroy the balance of power the ¬
oretically between the navies of Hpan
and the United States the Americannavy being reduced to six servierWaessels as against seven In the Spanish
fleet

Irishmen Send Condolence
London Feb 10At a largely attended

meeting of Irishmen in St James hall
today convened to celebrate the events
of 98 under the chairmanship of JamsOKelly k was unanimously voted to
send a dispatch of condolence to the
American nation upon the ose Of in
Maine Messrs Davitt Dillon andOBrien were present

Telegram to Ued Cross
New York Feb 16The following

instructions have been cabled to Miss
Clara Barton president of th Ameri-
can

¬

Red Cros now at Havana
Save neither trouble nor expense to

render every possible assistance to u iwounded sailors F

Pull of Pity
Madrid Feb 16The Heraldo com-

menting
¬

on the Maine disaster says
In the face of provocative Ameri-

cans
¬

we shall always remain a pr ucl
people but in the face of men in ms
fortune of whatever nationaitv our
hearts are always full of pity

At Spanish Legation
Washington Feb 16The news of

the Maine disaster was learned at th
Spanish legation with horror and u
casioned many expressions of profound
regret and condolence

SEA SICKNESS ON LAND

Argument That This Bears Evidence
of Nicaraguas Salubrious Climate
New York Feb 16Mr Cooley f the

Nicaragua expedition said there never
had been any question as to th iiasi
bility of the Nicaragua canal but as
the estimates of its cost had anect s

from 61000000 tod l330000OO the pub
lie naturally was lacking in confidence
In the project The members f
party he said had traveled about 5 ° 0
miles and had inspected every impor ¬

tant work between South America and
Mexico They had walked miles thr yga
swamps and forests sometimes firv l
to swim yet the worst ailment any hat
suffered from was seasickness This
he thought indicated a salubrious cli ¬
mate

CORN AND PRECIOUS METALS

Yield of Former Exceeds Seven Times
the Value of Latter

Chicago Feb 16Mr F D Coburn-
secretary of the Kansas state board of
agriculture said at the corn conven ¬

tionThe average annual product of
American silver mines during the three
years ending with 1S5 was less than
46500000 while the i rage value

American corn for each of the last ten
years has been nearly 5636000000 or
more than 13 times the value of alt
our silver Adding to the silver the out ¬

put of gold we annually produced corn
worth more than seven times as much
as both these precious and coveted
metals

LATTIMER TRIAL

Another Witness Who Testified Mar-

tin
¬

Fired First Shot
Wilkesbarre Pa Feb 16 During the

trial of the Lattimer shooting case t
day another witness Frank etesihi k
told of having seen Sheriff Martin fir
the first shot which struck dov n a
striker standing within a few fet f
the sheriff Later in the day Mike Mul
lade said to be the man whom Sriff
Martin shot was produced in court but
Meteschlck could not identify him as
the man whom he saw fall

W G GALIGHERS AFFLICTION

Why the Physicians Think He Is
Hopelessly Insane

Anaconda Standard Dma Frfund
Murray and Johnston made a further
examination yesterday Into the mental
condition of W G Galigher and anne
to the conclusion that he was hopelessly
Insane this conclusion being basui n
the fact as developed by the evidence
that his mental derangement has been
growing on him for a long time Since
his removal from the hospital to the
county jail he showed even more pr
nounccd insanity than before and at
times was very violent He was qu-

tloned yesterday by the doctors in th
presence of Judge Lindsay and wig
asked among other things wry he
wrote so much on the wall and he re-

plied
¬

that he did it because they re ¬

fused to furnish him with paper He
said he could not even get a match to
light a cigar with He sad some peo-

ple
¬

thought he was crazy but he h pod
he would not have to answer a let of
crazy questions One reason he said
why some people considered him crazy
was because he talked too much but
he was a nervous person and had to
say something

When the doctors tried to question
him about his family and other matters
he requested them not to ask him fool ¬

ish questions Galigher was very rest¬

less while he wyis In court When he
was taken back to jail his dinner was
brought In to him and he threw thi
dishes out of the window smashing the
gloss He was taken to Warm Springs
on the 3 oclock train by Deputy Sheriff
Avare and accompanied by a nurse and
several friends of the demented man
It Is likely that a guardian will immedi ¬
ately be appointed for him for the pur-
pose

¬
of carrying on his mining litiga-

tion
¬

and closing up his business affair


